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Introduction

A. Introduction

These teacher's notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and extension work in
relation to the production of The Tragical Life of Cheeseboy. We hope that this resource will assist you to
further enjoy your performing arts experience back in the classroom. The activities are designed for students
from Years 5-10. Drama educator Mathew Clausen, has prepared the notes.

Included in these notes are a number of activities that you can use with your students. These activities
provide an opportunity for students to explore the broad themes and style of the performance. Syllabi written
by NSW Board of Studies have been used as a guide for the planning of these activities. You should
consider rephrasing the questions and activities to suit the particular terminology, curriculum foci and
outcomes used in your school.

Some websites are suggested in this kit. It is recommended that before setting activities based on these, that
teachers first visit the sites and assess the suitability of the content for your particular school setting.

B. Classroom Context and Curriculum Links

This production of The Tragical Life of Cheeseboy, offers many valuable opportunities for educators to
integrate themes, issues and performance techniques and style into a range of classroom topics and units of
work. The activities provided in these notes provide extension and enrichment work in a range of curriculum
areas including English, Visual Arts, Drama, Music and PDHPE.

The story of Cheeseboy is a whimsical and poignant fantasy that explores the many challenges that can be
faced when unexpected circumstances create a significant life change. This performance follows the journey
of Cheeseboy, as he develops the resilience required to deal with the challenges of his new circumstances.
The dramatic meaning of this performance communicates a positive message about individual responsibility
and choices, dealing with disappointment and the importance of hope.

The theatrical style of this performance draws on the influence of traveling tent shows, vaudeville, puppetry
and story telling. The influence of these dramatic forms is enhanced with the inclusion of song, miniatures
and projection to give the performance a magical, nostalgic quality.

C. Performance Event Description and Synopsis

Cheeseboy and his parents live on a planet made of cheese. One day, a catastrophic event destroys their
planet and Cheeseboy ends up in a place he is unfamiliar with. Unaware of the how he got there or what has
happened to his parents, Cheeseboy begins a search for both a new home and contact with his parents. A
central narrator leads the audience along the journey mixing story telling and song to illustrate the various
moments of action. The intimacy of the performance is heightened through the use of puppetry and
miniatures. The illustrative effect of these techniques draws the audience's focus to key moments. The
simplicity and cleverness of the staging adds to the magic of the theatrical experience.




http://www.slingsby.net.au/about.htm

http://www.news.com.au/adelaidenow/story/0,22606,23580232-5016743,00.html

http://www.news.com.au/dailytelegraph/story/0,22049,24901148-5018530,00.html







http://www.sydneyobservatory.com.au/

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/astronomy/stars/constellations.shtml

http://www.physics.csbsju.edu/astro/asp/constellation.fag.html

http://www.timelessmyths.com/classical/stars.html#Zodiac

http://china.mrdonn.org/zodiac.html

http://www.chinesezodiac.com/




Activity Three - Star Gazing Continued

3.4 Ask your students to draw one of the planets in the solar system. The following websites provide
some images and animations that will help with this task.

Amazing Space
http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/resources/explorations/

How To Visualise the Solar System
http://www.noao.edu/education/peppercorn/pcmain.html

Ask your students to draw a fantasy planet. This planet can be made of any substance, be inhabited by
imaginary, fantasy people or creatures and may have special properties. Once your students have

finished this task display their drawings and/or hold a show and tell session where they explain their
fantasy planet.
















