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Introduction 

Introduction 
These teachers' notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and 
extension work in relation to Dschungel Wien's contemporary dance theatre piece of 
Surprise!  We hope that this resource will assist you to further enjoy your performing arts 
experience back in the classroom. The activities are designed for students from Years 
K-6. Creative Arts educator, Deidhre Wauchop, has prepared the notes. 
 
Included in these notes are a number of activities that you can use with your students. 
These activities provide an opportunity for students to explore the broad themes and style 
of the production. 
 
Syllabi written by NSW Board of Studies has been used as a guide for the planning of 
these activities. You should consider rephrasing the questions and activities to suit the 
particular terminology, curriculum foci and outcomes used in your school. 
 
Some websites are suggested in this kit. It is recommended that before setting activities 
based on these, that teachers first visit the sites and assess the suitability of the content 
for your particular school setting. 
 
 
Classroom context and curriculum links 
Surprise! 
The performance provides many opportunities for extension work in several subject areas 
including: 
 
CREATIVE ARTS 
Dance (composing, appreciating, elements of dance) 
Drama (role, improvisation, elements of drama, drama forms) 
Music (organising sound, listening, musical concepts) 
Visual Arts (subject matter, forms, artists and audience) 
 
ENGLISH (Talking and listening, Writing) 
 
PDHPE (Movement skills, elements of movement, communication, relationships) 
 
MATHEMATICS (Working mathematically, volume and capacity, position) 



Performance event description and synopsis 
 
“So simple, so playful and so refreshingly free, Surprise is a show to delight young and old 
and remind us that imagination need know no bounds… joyful and bursting with the energy 
of invention and surprise”.  Lowdown 
 
How do surprises actually sound? Do surprises make noises? Can several surprises make 
a melody? 
 
Surprises are the best things that can happen! Most of them happen out of the blue without 
being planned. The most beautiful surprises are neither intended nor wanted. Small 
surprises give us the greatest pleasure and the big ones amaze us. 
 
Complete with live music, Dschungel Wien's celebrated contemporary dance theatre piece 
draws students into a wondrous world of surprises. A bare cubic space, two performers 
and a pair of white wheelbarrows set the scene. This innovative and visually powerful 
production explores the intriguing subject from every angle. 
 



Curriculum Links

Pre Performance
Activity 1: What's in the box? 

 Creative Arts (dance, drama, visual arts), English, PDHPE, Mathematics

Collect boxes of different sizes, and objects of different sizes and textures, e.g. beans, 
marbles, small blocks, soft toys, kitchen gadgets, fabric, weights, sand, plasticine, foam.  
 
Place a different object or material in each box; where possible put small items in large 
boxes, large items squashed into small boxes, etc. Write a clue to the contents of each 
box and place it on one side of the box. 
 
Select from the following strategies to lead students to discover what is in each box. 
Students can: 
 
1. Imagine the contents of each box based on the relative size of the box. Compare ideas 
with another student. 
 
2. Lift each box and compare weights; guess the contents based on the relative weight. 
 
3. Wear a blindfold and feel the contents of the box. Describe the surface texture and 
shape, and estimate size. 
 
4. Read the clue on the outside of each box. Work in a small group to guess the contents 
of each box, based on the clue. 
 
5. Compose a movement sequence, draw, or write a narrative about the contents of one 
box. Share the work with the rest of the class. 
 
6. Discuss any surprises when the contents of the boxes are revealed. 
 
7. Discuss the concept of “surprise”. What surprises us? What emotions are felt when we 
are surprised, for example, wonder, astonishment, amazement? 
 
8. Work in groups to hide a “surprising” object in the classroom. Provide clues for another 
group to find the object. Discuss the nature of the surprise when the object is found. Was 
there suspense or tension during the search and when the object was revealed? 



Pre Performance

Curriculum Links
Creative Arts (dance, drama, visual arts, music), English 

Activity 2: Art as Surprise 

Artists are creative and pursue originality and innovation in their works. This can mean that 
works are often mysterious or surprising or astounding. Ask students to use the internet to 
research artists (dance, theatre, music and visual) who create astounding works. These 
might include:  
 
Visual artworks, for example: 
 
Surrealist painter Salvador Dali 
Graphic artist M.C.Escher 
Op Artists Bridget Riley and Victor Vasarely 
Sculptor Patricia Piccinini 
Contemporary installation artist Jeff Koons 
 
Poetry, for example: 
 
The Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll 
The Jumblies by Edward Lear 
The Spider and the Fly by Mary Howitt 
The Walrus and the Carpenter by Lewis Carroll  
 
Visual and physical theatre, for example: 
 
Philippe Genty 
Pilobolus 
 
Circus, for example: 
 
Cirque du Soleil 
Circus Oz 
Flying Fruit Fly Circus 
 



Sounds/music/animations, for example: 
University of Iowa Farm Machine Music 
 
NOTE: Some reference websites have been included at the end of these notes. It is 
important to check these websites to ensure that current material is suitable for primary 
students. 
 
Scaffold the research with the following questions: 
 
· Describe the artwork, poem, music, animation or performance. 
 
· What characteristics of the work made it innovative, mysterious or surprising? 
 
· Which parts of the work were most interesting to you? 
 
· If you could ask the artist or director one question about the work, what would it be? 
 
 
 

Activity 2: Art as Surprise Continued 



Post Performance

Curriculum Links

Activity 3: Prop Box 

 Creative Arts (dance, drama), English 

Use a prop box for this activity. Include items in the prop box such as: 
 
· Hats 
· Lengths of coloured and patterned fabric 
· Masks 
· Accessories such as handbags, shoes, glasses, walking stick 
· Percussion instruments 
· Small household objects. 
 
Ask students to work in small groups: 
a) Each student chooses a prop from the box. The group forms a tableau (frozen shape) 
that demonstrates a relationship between individuals, based on the use of the props. 
 
b) Each student chooses another prop from the box. The group improvises a narrative 
using the props. 
 
c) One student in the group chooses a prop. Other group members ask questions to 
develop a character, who uses or wears the prop. 
 
d) Each group uses objects to make shapes and relationships, and to tell stories. 
 
Give each group a chair. Ask groups to: 
a) Find an innovative use for the chair 
 
b) Make a group shape that relates to the chair 
 
c) Create a short movement sequence that incorporates the whole group and the chair 
 
d) Improvise to develop a narrative about the chair. 
 



Post Performance

Curriculum Links

Activity 4: Startling Moves 

Creative Arts (dance, drama, music), English, PDHPE, Mathematics 
 

Ask students to create innovative movement based on concepts explored in Surprise! For 
example: 
 
· Move around the room using different force, weight, quality and imagery, e.g. floating 
like a balloon, flickering like candlelight, teetering on a tightrope, trudging knee-deep in 
mud. 
 
· Explore the movement qualities of animals, such as a spider, a frog or a lizard  - develop 
a movement sequence that emphasises these qualities.  
 
· Compose a dance sequence using only one part of the body. 
 
· Compose a dance sequence with a partner based on a 2-person machine accompanied 
by onomatopoeic words or sounds. 
 
 



Post Performance

Curriculum Links

Activity 3: Astonishing the Audience 
 

Creative Arts (dance, drama, music), English 

Ask students to fill in the following table. Use spare rows to write in other theatrical 
devices that you saw in the performance of Surprise!: 
 
 
 

 
Ask students to write a review of the performance without giving any surprises away  - 
how would a theatre critic motivate an audience to see the performance, without giving 
away too much? 
  
Ask each student to read their review to the rest of the class. Provide feedback to 
students: 
Which reviews keep you in suspense? Which reviews make you want to see the 
performance? 
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