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Introduction

A. Introduction

These teacher's notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and extension work in
relation to the production of Romeo and Juliet. We hope that this resource will assist you to further enjoy your
performing arts experience back in the classroom. The activities are designed for students from Years 5-8.
Drama educator Mathew Clausen, has prepared the notes.

Included in these notes are a number of activities that you can use with your students. These activities provide
an opportunity for students to explore the broad themes and style of the performance.

Syllabi written by NSW Board of Studies have been used as a guide for the planning of these activities. You
should consider rephrasing the questions and activities to suit the particular terminology, curriculum foci and
outcomes used in your school. Some websites are suggested in this kit. It is recommended that before setting
activities based on these, that teachers first visit the sites and assess the suitability of the content for your
particular school setting.

B. Classroom Context and Curriculum Links

This production of Romeo and Juliet, offers many valuable opportunities for educators to integrate themes,
issues and performance technigues and style into a range of classroom topics and units of work. The activities
provided in these notes provide extension and enrichment work in a range of curriculum areas including
English, Drama and PDHPE.

This inventive interpretation of one of Shakespeare's most loved plays, provides an engaging introduction to
one of Western literature's classics plays and playwrights. These notes suggest ways in which you might
address the themes in Romeo and Juliet; love, tragedy and the negative effects of conflict. The suggested
activities also provide practical teaching strategies to help your students develop their knowledge and
understanding of Elizabethan Theatre, Shakespeare the playwright and some of his play writing techniques.

C. Performance Event Description and Synopsis

The simple yet effective version of Romeo and Juliet is designed for a young audience without compromising
the essential elements of the plot. In this hour long version, two performers condense and appropriate
Shakespearian language to capture the essence of the play's key scenes.

Against the wishes of their parents, the strong willed and impulsive Romeo and Juliet, follow their hearts and
desire to be with each other. The centuries old feud between the families, Montague and Capulet, stands in the
way of true love. Despite the efforts of those who attempt to bring the two young lovers together, fate casts a
tragic hand and all are affected by the devastating and moving outcome of this play.

While Romeo and Juliet is essentially a profoundly moving tragedy, the style of this production tempers the
impact on the audience. The production is a puppetry performance and the overt theatricality of characters as
puppets visibly operated by the puppeteers heightens the artifice of the production. The performance is staged
against a simple set and scenes are enhanced with the use of projected images and lighting to set location and
focus the action. A subtle and beautiful music score adds to the mood and atmosphere of the overall

performance.




Pre Performance

Activity 1 - The Story of Romeo and Juliet

Curriculum Links
English/Drama

Your students may not be familiar with the plot of Romeo and Juliet. This activity is designed to help your
students understand the key events in the play.

1.1 The following websites provide a synopsis of the play, Romeo and Juliet.
You may need to facilitate a deconstruction of this information depending on the age group of your students.

Ask your students to read the following summaries of the plot and to write down the main events in the story as
a list:

Yahoo Education - Romeo and Juliet
http://education.yahoo.com/homework_help/cliffsnotes/romeo_and_juliet/5.html

Absolute Shakespeare - Romeo and Juliet
http://absoluteshakespeare.com/guides/romeo_and_juliet/summary/romeo_and_juliet summary.htm

Wiki Summaries - Romeo and Juliet
http://www.wikisummaries.org/Romeo_and_Juliet

1.2 After your students have visited the websites listed in activity 1.1, write up or project the following
character list:

- Romeo is a Montague about 16 years old. He falls in love with Juliet and proceeds to marry her. He is a tragic
character. He can be impatient and emotional.
- Juliet- She is a Capulet about 14 years old. She falls in love with Romeo. She believes marriage should be
for love. She is also impatient.
- Lord Capulet - He is Juliet's father. He is strict and harsh. He wants her to marry Paris.
- Lady Montague -She is Romeo's mother. She is very busy and strict.
- Lord Montague -He is Romeo' father. He is stubborn and not willing to forgive.
- Prince Escalus - He is Prince of Verona. He wants to call a truce and end the family feud.
- County Paris - He is related to Prince Escalus. He cares about Juliet and wishes to marry her.
- Friar Lawrence - He is the Priest in Verona. He weds Romeo and Juliet hoping it will unite both families.
Instead it causes fighting. He later gives Juliet a sleeping potion. He helps Romeo out.
- Friar John -He is also a priest. He was supposed to deliver a letter to Romeo about Juliet, but Romeo did not
get it.
- The Nurse - She cared for Juliet during childhood. She wants Juliet to be happy. She is very talkative.
- Mercutio -He is a good friend of Romeo
- Balthasar -He is a servant and a friend of Romeo.
- Benvolio - He is a friend of Romeo
- Tybalt - He is a nephew of Lady Capulet. He has a bad temper.
- Samson - He is a Capulet servant
- Gregory -He is a Capulet servant




Activity 1 - The Story of Romeo and Juliet
Continued

If you have any drama blocks or platforms, place them at one end of your class room to create levels that can
be used as part of the tableau. Ask for volunteers to play each of the characters. You might like to choose
volunteers one at a time. Explain that they will need to hold a pose that shows their character and stay very
still until all the characters are in the picture. As your students come to the performance area, arrange them
so that the character relationships are made clear. Repeat this activity with new volunteers and this time allow
your students to make the decisions about where they place the characters and the poses they hold.

1.3 In this activity each person in the circle will help to tell the story of Romeo and Juliet, one person at a
time. You may need to ask questions or prompt your students to help them recount the key events in the plot.
When you have completed recounting the plot, write up a list of the scenes in a table that lists locations,
characters, actions and themes. The following web link provides a list of scenes that link to the script:
http://shakespeare.mit.edu/romeo_juliet/index.html

1.4 Using the table created in activity 1.3, divide the class into enough groups to create freeze frames of each
of the significant events in the play. Ask these groups to use gesture and posture, levels, and space to create
freeze frames showing the locations, action and characters in the various scenes in the play. Ask each group
to show their work to the class. Ask for comment on how each group uses space and levels to show the
relationships between characters. Also ask your students to give feedback on the use of facial expression,
gesture and posture to communicate character status and feelings.




Pre Performance

Activity Two - All About Love

Curriculum Links
English/ Drama/ PDHPE

2.1 In this activity your students will explore the theme of love. Ask your students to brainstorm as many
words that they can think of related to the word, “love'. Ask your students to share their lists with the class.
Create one class list of all the common words that your students associated with the word “love'.

2.2 Ask your students to find somewhere in the room to work on their own. Read the following scenarios out
to your students and ask them to act as the character in the situation:

- A grandfather sits in his armchair and opens his favourite book that he loves to read.
- A little girl cuddles her pet cat that she loves.

- A loving mother takes a photo of her children to keep in her wallet.

- A father cheers at a football match to support the team he loves.

- A pastry cook bakes a cake that she knows everyone will love.

- A teenage boy loves washing his racing bike that he was given for his birthday.
Divide your students into pairs. Ask them to discuss the following questions:

- What do you love?

- Why do you love those things?

- What people do you love?

- What feelings can be part of love?

- What are some of the positives about love?

- How can you show your love for a parent or special adult in your life?

Ask your students to share their responses in a class discussion. Ask your students to write an extended
response or create a list of all the benefits that the emotion of love creates for people.




Pre Performance

Activity Three - Language and Rhythm

Curriculum Links
English/Drama

3.1 Ask your students to sit in a circle. Begin a clapping rhythm that your students copy. The rhythm should
work with the metre of the chant below. Once the class has mastered the rhythm, ask your students to chant
the following in time with their clapping:

Romeo and Juliet have a big secret
Don't tell anyone or you'll regret it.
Romeo and Juliet dancing at night,
Shhhh! Be quiet, keep them out of sight!
Romeo and Juliet sitting in a tree,
K-1-S-S-I-N-G!

3.2 In this activity your students will learn about rhyming couplets to create a love poem. Firstly, create groups
of six. Ask each group to pass around a piece of paper. The first group member writes rhyming couplets on the
first two lines, but he/she only writes half a sentence on the third line. They then carefully fold the paper so that
the first two rhyming couplets are covered and only the third line is visible. He/she passes the paper to the next
group member who completes the third line. They then add two more rhyming couplets of their own and half of
a third line. This continues until all the group members have written rhyming couplets. The final person will
need to complete the poem.

Give each group a starting line from the list below:
a. | woke today to see the sun...

b. We got up in the dead of night...

c. | opened the door and to my surprise...

d. The door slammed shut and locked itself tight...
e. Down the street we all went to play...

When the groups have finished ask each group to prepare a short presentation of their rhyming couplet for the
class.

3.3 Divide your class into pairs. Each pair must write a love poem written by an imaginary character to
someone they are in love with. The poem must be written in rhyming couplets. Allow the pairs time to prepare
their poems and then ask them to choose one person in their pair to read the poem out loud as either the writer
of the love poem or the character who the poem was written to.




Post Performance

Activity Four - Performance Evaluation and -
Reflection

Curriculum Links
English/Drama

4.1 This activity is an opportunity for your students to share their responses to the performance. The
guestions provided cover all aspects of the performance and you are encouraged to select those questions
that will be relevant for your students. The questions could also form a scaffold for written responses.

4.2 Ask the class to divide into small groups. Each group is to create a series of freeze frames that recount
their visit to the Opera House to see Romeo and Juliet. The groups can include leaving their school, the bus
trip, getting to theatre, sitting in the audience, watching the play and the trip back to the school. Allow each
group time to prepare and then ask each group to present their work to the class.

4.3 The following questions can be used as a guideline for a discussion or a written response to the
performance:

1. What moments did you enjoy in the play? Why?
2. How was the play similar or different to the versions of Romeo and Juliet you covered in class?
3. Who was your favourite character and why?

4. What were some sad moments in the performance?

[

. What did you like about the use lighting and projection in the performance?

6. Describe how the puppets were operated.

~

. What improvements would you have made to the performance?



Post Performance

Activity Five - Instant Romeo and Juliet

Curriculum Links
English/Drama

5.1 This activity requires your students to use the skills of improvisation. You may need to explain and
practice some of these skills before you begin activity.

5.2 One of the first skills in improvisation is spontaneity, meaning the performer is able to respond to stimulus
quickly without thinking to much. To practice these skills ask your students to sit with a partner. One person
says a word and their partner must say the first word that comes to mind in response. Then they say a
different word and their partner responds. The aim is to say words as quickly as possible without laughing,
repeating words or losing focus.

The next important improvisation skill is yielding. To practice this ask the pairs to stand. One person begins
by making a verbal offer as a character in a situation, the partner responds by “playing along' and yielding to
the situation. Some sample situations that relate to Romeo and Juliet are:

- At the Verona market and a palace guard finds an unusual box of goods at the vegetable stall.
- In the Verona town square and a decorator for the Capulet Ball asks for directions.
- At a painting class and an artist is painting a portrait of Mrs Capulet.

5.3 In this activity your students will work in a variety of group sizes using improvisation to create moments
from the play. Explain to your students that between each set of instructions that you give them, they will be
asked to move through the room in a different way. They are to try to not work with the same people more
than twice.

- In pairs, become a chef and assistant chef preparing the food for the Capulet ball. Discuss the menu.
- Move through the room like you are ice skating.
- In groups of eight, show the opposing families in Verona: the Capulets and the Montagues.
- Move through the room like you are flying.
- In pairs become Juliet and her Nurse. The Nurse is giving Juliet advice about love.
- Move through the room like you are jogging.
- In groups of six, become the balcony that Juliet stood on when talking to Romeo.
- Move through the room like you are walking in squishy mud.
- Individually, pretend to be the friar making medicine's for Juliet.
- Move through the room like your legs are made of stone.
- In groups of ten create the interior of the Capulet family tomb. Include the use of vocal sound to create
mood and atmosphere.




Post Performance

Activity 6 - Promoting Romeo and Juliet

Curriculum Links
English/Drama

6.1 In this activity your students will imagine they are working on a production of Romeo and Juliet. Divide
the class into groups of five and allocate production roles. Two people are to be actors in the production, one
a set designer, one costume designer and a publicity/marketing role. Ask each group to complete the
following tasks as preparation for their production. These web sites may be a helpful resource in generating
ideas:

Google - Romeo and Juliet Images (Note: many images are repeated so you may need to go through
several pages to find a good variety of images.)

http://images.google.com.au/images?hl=en&um=1&sa=1&qg=romeo+and+juliet+&btnG=Search
+Images&aqg=f&oq

Royal Shakespeare Company - Romeo and Juliet
http://www.rsc.org.uk/explore/engage/romeo_2008.html

6.2 Ask your acting students to write a radio interview between an actor playing either Romeo or Juliet and
an interviewer. The questions in the interview should cover information about the play, the key themes and
issues and the actor's experience of playing this role.

6.3 Ask your publicity/marketing student to design a poster for a production of Romeo and Juliet.

6.4 Ask your set designer and costume designer to draw or describe a set design for one scene and to
sketch or describe one costume for one character.
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