


A. Introduction

These teacher's notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and extension work in
relation to the Arena Theatre Company production of Moth. We hope that this resource will assist you to further
enjoy your performing arts experience back in the classroom. The activities are designed for students from
Years 10-12. Drama educators Meg Upton and Mathew Clausen have contributed activities to these notes.

In these notes there are a range of learning activities that provide an opportunity for students to explore the
broad themes and style of the performance.

Syllabi written by NSW Board of Studies have been used as a guide for the planning of these activities. You
should consider rephrasing the questions and activities to suit the particular terminology, curriculum foci and
outcomes used in your school.

Some websites are suggested in this kit. It is recommended that before setting activities based on these, that
teachers first visit the sites and assess the suitability of the content for your particular school setting.

B. Classroom Context and Curriculum Links

Arena Theatre Company has created another fine example of cutting edge contemporary Australian youth
theatre with their production of Moth. Told from the perspective of two characters, this performance addresses
the experiences and concerns of young people. The combination of writer Chris Kohn's cleverly crafted script
and director Declan Greene's arresting staging create potent and relevant messages about bullying, identity,
mental health and relationships. This performance provides many opportunities for discussion, reflection and
extension class activities. The themes, content and style of this performance provide links to the following
subject areas:

Curriculum Links-

Drama: Making, Performing, Appreciating

English: The study of drama, responding to and composing texts
PDHPE: Self and Relationships, Individual and Community Health

C. Performance Event Description and Synopsis
A martyred saint. A talking moth. A mission to redeem our sins.

Sebastian is a terminally unpopular fifteen-year-old suburban kid, with an overactive imagination and an
obsession with anime and death. His only friend Claryssa is an emo Wiccan art-freak barely one rung higher
than Sebastian on the social ladder. What starts as just another night drinking down at the cricket nets soon
gives way to an ecstatic vision that leaves Sebastian unconscious and Claryssa missing without explanation.
The next morning, he wakes up with a mysterious moth in a jar by his bed, a burning passion to save the souls
of all humankind and a desperate need to reach Claryssa. Sebastian spirals into a breathless ride of
schizophrenic delusion and religious passion, living life at a feverish pitch that can only lead to tragedy.

Mental illness. Religious zeal. Love. This is a highly charged, rapid-fire, funny and moving new production.
Moth is writer Declan Greene's first commission for Arena, bringing together his unique, incisive voice with
director Chris Kohn and designer Jonathon Oxlade to create a thrilling new work for audiences aged 15 years
and over.




Pre Performance

Activity One -
Arena Theatre Company

Curriculum Links

http://www.arenatheatre.com.au/index_1.php




Pre Performance

Activity Two -
Making Moth

Curriculum Links




Activity Two -
Making Moth Continued

http://arenamoth.blogspot.com




Pre Performance

Activity Three -
Generation Z

Curriculum Links

http://www.generationz.com.au/

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/national/gen-z-here-they-come/story-e6frf716-1111115637247




Pre Performance

Activity Four - Teenage Tribes

Curriculum Links




Post Performance

Activity Five - Performance Reflection

Curriculum Links

http://sometimesmelbourne.blogspot.com/2010/05/review-moth.html




Post Performance

Activity Six - Developing Character

Curriculum Links




Activity Six - Developing Character
Continued




Post Performance

Activity Seven - Images from the Play

Curriculum Links




Activity Seven - Images from the Play
Continued




Post Performance

Activity Seven - Images from the Play
Continued

Curriculum Links




Post Performance

Activity Eight - Elements of Production

Curriculum Links
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