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A. Introduction

These Teacher's Notes have been designed to assist you with classroom preparation and extension work in
relation to the production of The Voyage. We hope that this resource will assist your students to further enjoy
and enhance their performing arts experience back in the classroom. The activities are designed for students
from K to Year 6.

The activities included in this resource, provide opportunities for students to explore the broad themes and
style of the performance. NSW Board of Studies syllabi have been used as guides for the planning of these
activities. You should consider adapting and rephrasing the questions and activities to suit the particular
terminology, curriculum foci and outcomes used in your school.

Some websites are suggested throughout this resource. It is recommended that you first visit the sites and
assess the suitability of the content for your particular school environment before setting the activities based on
these.

B. Classroom Context and Curriculum Links

The Voyage is a captivating and beautiful performance that showcases the traditional music and dance of the
Okinawan people of Japan. The performance is structured in nine dance sequences, each one a reflection on
life and work in Okinawa. The intricate rhythms and movements in each sequence create a range of evocative
moods, at times somber but mostly vibrant and energetic. The distinctive opportunity of this performance
experience for students is the chance to experience regional Japanese culture through music and dance. This
performance provides the classroom teacher with many opportunities for learning activities that link to the
following curriculum areas:

Music : Appreciating

Dance: Appreciating

HSIE: Cultures, Environments

PDHPE: Dance, Movement, Interacting

C. Performance Event Description and Synopsis

Three musicians enter the performance space and greet the audience in a variety of languages. This friendly
exchange is followed by some simple, entertaining comic mime. There is clearly a sense of good humour and a
spirit of fun in this performance and the unfamiliar language in these opening moments helps to establish non-
verbal communication as a way to build cross-cultural understanding. As the musicians take up their traditional
instruments and begin to play and sing the dancers enter the performance space dressed in elegant, traditional
costume. The grace and beauty of the choreography, along with the expert technical skills of the dancers, are
entrancing. While traditional Okinawan dance can be very reflective - using slow, measured tempos and
rhythms - this performance frequently emphasises up-tempo rhythms, strong drumming and joyful, playful
movement. The constant shifts in mood and images provide excellent variety and effectively communicate the
optimistic outlook of Okinawan people and their celebration of life, work and community.

You can read more background information about The Voyage at the following link:
Adelaide Now - ASSITEJ presentation of The Voyage shows brighter side of life.
http://www.news.com.au/adelaidenow/story/0,22606,23690083-5016739,00.html




Pre Performance

Activity One - Where is Okinawa?

Curriculum Links

http://www.pbase.com/helenpb/images_of okinawa

http://www.wonder-okinawa.jp/index_en.jsp

http://www.okinawa.com/




Pre Performance

Activity Two - Rhythm and Music

Curriculum Links




http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/websites/4 11/site/music.shtml




Pre Performance

Activity Three - Japanese Culture

Curriculum Links

http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/index.html

http://www.studyjapanese.org/content/view/2/49/




Pre Performance

Activity Four -The Dance and Music of Okinaw

Curriculum Links

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eisa_(dance)

http://www.wonder-okinawa.jp/017/eng/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanshin

http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/travel/festivals/festivals03.html

http://images.google.com.au/images?sourceid=navclient&rlz=1T4SKPB_enAU361AU361&g=0kinawan
+dance&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ei=XshHS5yLCYamsgO6h5WgBQ&sa=X&oi=image_result _group&ct=title&resnu
m=6&ved=0CCMQsAQwWBQ




Post Performance

Activity Five - Performance Reflection

Curriculum Links




Post Performance

Activity Six - Chorus Work

Curriculum Links




Post Performance

Activity Seven - Things We Like To Do

Curriculum Links
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